evel or Divilion 


Ot the FENNS, Called, 


BEDF OR D-LEVEL. 


SHEWET H, 


HAT the Middle Level contains above 100000 Acres. 
THAT it has its Banks, Drains, and other Works of Sewers peculiar only to its ſelf. 

THAT it receives no manner of Benefit, Safeguard, or Advantage from any Banks, Drains, Sluices, 
or other Works of Sewers made within, or for the Uſe or Draining of the South or North Levels. 

THAT before the undertaking the Draining thereof by Francis Earl of Bedford, and his Participants, 
it was under the Care and Goyernment of Commiſſioners of. Sewers, by vertue of the :Statute of 
the 23 Hen. 8. 

T a AT thoſe Commiſſioners of Sewers, did by their Laws of Sewers, made about the 6th Year of 
the Reign of King Charles 1, Contratt and Agree with the ſaid Earl, and Grant to him and his Partici- 
pants for the perfett and intire Draining of the whole Level of the Fenns 950ae Acres. 

T HAT out of the ſaid dale Level, the ſaid Ear! and his Participants, had then granted to them 
for their Recompence of Draining thereof ſo much Land, part of the ſaid 95000 Acres, as yearly 
raiſeth to a ſingle Tax 2600 {. per Annum, and ſo proportionably when greater Taxes are laid > Whereas 
out of both the other Levels, they raiſe but 2400 /. per Annum. 

THAT the greateſt part of the Money ſo yearly raiſed in the ſaid AfidAle-Level, have been for ma- 
ny years {contrary toall Methods of Draining and Laws of Sewers) miſapplied, and diverted from 
the Support of thoſe Banks, that ſhould ſecure the ſaid Level from being overflown and drowned by 
the freſh Floods, and the Cleanſing and Scouring of thoſe Rivers and Drains, that ſhould convey the 
Waters thereof to their proper Ourfall. 

BY reaſon wherof, many of the Lands of the ſaid Level for divers years laſt paſt, have been for a 
orcat part of the Year, overflown and drowned, to the very great Loſs and Damage of the Land 
Owners of the ſaid Level, and this year by a Breach inthe South-Bank of the ſaid Level in Fuly laſt, 
many thouſand Acres of Corn, Coalſeed, Graſs, and Hay, were loſt, and the Breach was then ſo incf- 
feftually made vp, that it broke again in the ſame place in the beginning of Ofober laſt ; And tho' 
the ſaid Breach might have been taken and made upin a few Days; Yet has the ſaid Breach been per- 
mitted ro run to this time, and ſtill does let vaſt quantities of Waters into the ſaid Level, not only 
tO the total Drowning of the ſame, and utter Ruin of all the Tenants and Inhabitants thereof, bur to 
the imminent Danger of the whole Country adjoyning:The Water being now ſo Deep in the ſaid Zevel, 
that it ſtands up tothe top of their antient Defenſive Banks, and in many places runs over the ſame ; 
ſo that about 100009 Acres of the beſt Land in that Country, bordering on the ſaid Level, are in very 
great Danger of being Drowned, and the Inhabitants thereof utterly Ruined. _ 

FOR Remedy and Prevention whereof, It is humbly Prayed, That for the future, what Money 
ſhall be yearly raiſed by Adventure Taxes within the faid Level, may be wholy Applied and Dif- 
poſed of, to the Benefit and Advantage thereof, in making the Banks, Rivers, Draias, and other 
Works of Sewers belonging to the ſame, of Defence, Uſe, and Safety to ir. 


AND tothat End, it is likewiſe Prayed, there may be a proportionable Number of fit Per- 
ſons concerned in the ſaid Level, to aft with ſuch Perſons as are Owners of Adven- 
ture Land, as Commiſſioners of Sewers, for the Managing and DireCting all the 


Works of Sewers, in and belonging to the ſame, to the Beſt and Greateſt Ad- 
yentage of the ſaid Level, 


